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TRAPPED MINERS — PIKE RIVER MINE, NEW ZEALAND —  
WATER CORPORATION SUPPORT 

Statement by Minister for Water 
DR G.G. JACOBS (Eyre — Minister for Water) [2.07 pm]: Today the Western Australian government, 
through the Water Corporation, has offered to send a robot, or a remotely operated vehicle, to assist with the 
rescue of the trapped miners at Pike River mine near Greymouth, New Zealand. The vehicle is a robust, skid-
steered, remotely operated vehicle, equipped with cameras, lights, and communication and gas-testing 
equipment. It is controlled via a fibre optic cable and has a range of up to six kilometres, depending on the length 
of cable on hand. The technical staff at Western Australia’s Water Corporation inspection services have offered 
their time to get the robot ready, and I thank them for their services. Five members of the team will be on their 
way to New Zealand today.  

I can confirm that the Western Australian government—including my office, the Water Corporation and the 
Premier—has worked with the Australian Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade and the New Zealand 
government to expedite the transport of the vehicle and the operators to New Zealand. The robot is now on its 
way to the Pearce Royal Australian Air Force base and will be flown to New Zealand on an RAAF plane around 
3.00 pm today. 

This offer could not have been made possible without the foresight of Barry Holloway and Shaun Brennan from 
the Water Corporation’s inspection services who thought, once they had heard of the breakdown of the first 
robot in New Zealand, that we might be able to help. The offer was sent to Phil Kneebone—whom members 
would all know as the spokesman for the Water Corporation, and a Kiwi himself—who got the ball rolling. 

I wish the Water Corporation inspection services team well on its mission to New Zealand. Let us all hope and 
pray that we hear some good news over the next day of finding the trapped miners alive.  
 


